Shannon E. Zimmerman PhD
RESEARCH PROFILE
My research focuses on people-centric and state-centric conceptions of sovereignty at the international level and as enacted by humanitarian and military interventions. This includes civilian protection in the face of terrorist threats, post-colonial investigations of the extension of state authority by peacekeepers, the role of parallel deployments, and UN Police and countering violent extremism. Other projects include discourse/narrative analysis-based research on misogyny motivated terrorism in the form of attacks by involuntary celibates or ‘Incels’ and their impact on political spaces.
ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND, School of Political Science and International Studies Brisbane, Australia

Doctorate in Philosophy, Asia-Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect


Jan. 2015 – Aug. 2019
Dissertation topic: Civilian protection and counterterrorism in peace operations
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, School of Government




Washington, DC

Master of Arts in Conflict Resolution







May 2012

Stability operations, peacekeeping, humanitarian crises, and post-conflict reconstruction

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO AT BOULDER





Boulder, CO, USA
Certificate in Peace and Conflict Resolution 






June 2008

Certificate of Business Administration, Leeds School of Business



July 2005

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Musical Theater, summa cum laude 




Dec. 2004


ACADEMIC POSITIONS
DEAKIN UNIVERSITY








Canberra, Australia

Lecturer in Strategic Studies








Aug. 2022 – Present

THE ROYAL MELBOURNE INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY



Melbourne, Australia

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Social and Global Studies Centre, School of Global, 

July 2020-July 2022
Urban and Social Studies. 
· Work on a multi-paper research project assessing the utility of UN police in addressing

Extremist threats in peacekeeping environments.

· Support and teach into the master’s program on International Development

· Conduct research in support of a DECRA project on UN police
THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY





Canberra, Australia

Strategic & Defence Studies Centre







Feb. 2019 – June 2022
Teaching Fellow – Military and Defense Studies Program

· Attend syndicate discussion at the Australian War College

· Mark and provide feedback on essays, policy briefs, and exams for students in the Military and Defense Studies program

Convener and Lecturer

· STST 3002 – Australia’s Security in the Asian Century, third year capstone course focused on Australia’s pursuit of its strategic objectives in an environment of both traditional and non-traditional security threats.  Created content, moderated assessments and delivered lectures to a third-year undergraduate class of 170 students. Managed and mentored four tutors.
· Tutor – STST1003, Crisis in Conflict; STST2001, Security Concepts in the Asia-Pacific
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND 






Brisbane, Australia
School of Political Science & International Studies 





Jan. 2015 – Dec. 2019
Convener and Lecturer 
· POLS 7232 – Humanitarian Emergencies, co-taught lectures with Professor Tim Dunne. 
· POLS7216 – Evolution of the International System
Tutor/Tutor Coordinator

· POLS 1501 – Introduction to Peace and Conflict Analysis 

· POLS 2207 – Terrorism and Insurgency

· POLS 3208 – Conceptions of World Politics

· POLS 3502 – Ethics in International Relations 
· POLS 7211 – International Security 
AWARDS/FELLOWSHIPS/GRANTS
Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (FHEA) 

Australian National University, College of Asia & the Pacific, Nominee - award for Teaching Excellence, Excellence in Tutoring, and a Citation for Outstanding Contribution to Student Learning (2021)
Australian National University, College of Asia & the Pacific, Nominee - Award for Teaching Excellence (2019)
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE (AUSTRALIA)






AUD110,104.55

Chief Investigator, “Bridging the Gap: New Voices in Australian National Security”

Ongoing

Grant is being administered under the lead of Dr Maria Rost Rublee at Monash University

University of Queensland, International Scholarship (UQI) (2015-2019)



AUD 204,372

2017 WIIS NEXT GENERATION FELLOW, Women in International Security (2017)


University of Queensland, Graduate School International Travel Award (2018) 


AUD 3721.46













US National Security Education Program, Boren Fellow (2010-2011)



USD 20,000

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
Zimmerman, Shannon. “Doctor Who and the Responsibility to Protect: Public Perspectives of Atrocity Crimes.” Journal of Popular Culture (Q1). October 2022.
Zimmerman, Shannon. "Parallel Lines in the Sand: The Impact of Parallel French Interventions on UN Stabilization Operations in Mali and the Central African Republic." Global Governance: A Review of Multilateralism and International Organizations 28, no. 1 (08 Mar. 2022): 58-79. https://doi.org/10.1163/19426720-02801001. 
Zimmerman, Shannon. "R2P and Counter-Terrorism: Where Sovereignties Collide." Global Responsibility to Protect (10 Mar. 2022): 1-23. https://doi.org/10.1163/1875-984X-14010018. 
Zimmerman, Shannon. 2020. “Defining State Authority: UN Peace Operations Efforts to Extend State Authority in Mali and the Central African Republic.” Stability: International Journal of Security & Development, X(X): X, pp. 1–16. (Q2) DOI: https://doi.org/10.5334/sta.762
Hunt, Charles T. and Shannon Zimmerman, “Twenty years of the Protection of Civilians in UN Peace Operations: Progress, problems and prospects.” The Journal of International Peacekeeping. 1-32. 3 April 2020. 

DOI: https://doi.org/10.1163/18754112-20200004
Kuehnast, Kathleen and Shannon Zimmerman, “No Will, No Way: Women, Peace and Security in Peacekeeping Operations,” Peace and Stability Operations Journal Online. Volume 3.1. October 2012. 

Manuals

Bronitt, Simon (lead), Sarah Teitt (lead), Michelle Dunn, David Duriesmith, Behnaz Zarrabi, Lauren Vogel, Luisa Ryan and Shannon Zimmerman, “Training Modules on Gender and Violent Extremism in Asia,” UN Women, 2020
Book Chapters

Zimmerman, Shannon, “The Dangerous Misogyny of the Digital World” in The Digital Condition eds. Aiden Warren, (submitted to editors Dec 2021).
Zimmerman, Shannon, “Strange Bedfellows: Terrorism/counterterrorism and the Responsibility to Protect” in The Responsibility to Protect: Consolidation and Contestation. Ed. Phil Orchard and Charles T. Hunt (Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2020).
Selected Policy Publications and Analysis
Hunt, Charles T. and Shannon Zimmerman, “Counter-Terrorism & Peace Operations: The Impacts of UN Security Council Approaches to Tackling Terror on the Pursuit of Peace.” SFI Research Brief, Resolve Network. July 2022. https://doi.org/10.37805/sfi2022.2
Zimmerman, Shannon. “The Wagner Group is Bad News for Mali’s Citizens and its Stability.” Australian Outlook. Australian Institute of International Affairs. 8 June 2022.
Zimmerman, Shannon, “The Responsibility to Protect and Counterterrorism.” Fresh Perspectives. European Centre for the Responsibility to Protect (ECR2P). June 2022.
Zimmerman, Shannon, “Peace and Security are not the same thing: Adding counter-terrorism tasks to UN peacekeeping mandates will likely make an already difficult job much harder.” Lowy Interpreter. 13 Jan 2022
Caso, Federica and Zimmerman, Shannon, “Women play a critical role in diplomacy and security, so why aren’t more in position of power?” The Conversation. Blog. 1 December 2021.
Zimmerman, Shannon, David Duriesmith, and Luisa Ryan, “Misogyny as Violent Extremism”

Australian Institute of International Affairs – Australian Outlook. Blog. 7 November 2018.
Zimmerman, Shannon, Luisa Ryan and David Duriesmith, “Recognizing the violent extremist ideology of ‘Incels’” Women In International Security. Policy Brief. September 2018.
Ryan, Luisa and Shannon Zimmerman, “Gender Parity in Peace Operations: The Elsie Initiative and the Asia Pacific Region” The Asia-Pacific Centre for the Responsibility to Protect. Policy Brief. Vol. 8, No. 1 (2018). 
Ryan, Luisa and Shannon Zimmerman, “Gender Parity in Peace Operations: Opportunities for U.S. Engagement” Women In International Security. Policy Brief. June 2018

WORK EXPERIENCE
THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND – International Development


Brisbane, Australia
Consultant 










April 2018-July 2021
· Developed and led an Australia Awards Peace Building Short Course. Eight-week course designed for the Philippine Department of Interior and Local Governance (DILG) focused on building the capacity of 34 senior-level officials to craft and implement conflict sensitive programming. Culminated in the creation of a Peacebuilding Handbook that will be distributed to all DILG staff.
· Developed training modules, handouts, and scenarios for a manual on teaching women in Southeast Asia about violent extremism, commissioned by UN Women.
· Designed and delivered training on ‘The Intersection of Preventing Violent Extremism (PVE) with the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) Agenda’ (structural constraints to women’s empowerment; understanding state actors and the radicalisation and militarisation of women and communities; how state institutions perceive women’s agency and roles).
UNITEDS STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE






Washington DC.                USIP Academy, Africa Contingency Operations Training and Assistance Program

Jan. 2015 – Jan. 2018
Trainer
· Deliver training to peacekeepers scheduled to deploy to peace operations. Week-long trainings cover conflict analysis, communication, negotiation, mediation, protection of civilians and sexual exploitation and abuse. 

· Trainings have been conducted in Uganda, Rwanda, and Mauritania. 

Boren Fellow/Senior Program Specialist






Washington DC 

· Developed and delivered curriculum focusing on women preventing



Aug. 2012 – Dec. 2014

violent extremism. Training included comprehensive conflict analysis to identify challenges and allies, understanding and identifying radicalization, and dialogue skills to engage constructively with security providers.  

· Provided program management, including monitoring of deliverables and budgeting, for two major State Department funded projects with budgets of over 1,000,000 USD each. 

· Developed and delivered curriculum on gender and security sector reform as part of the Institute’s Security Sector and Governance Reform and the Gender and Peacebuilding courses. Courses were given to military, professionals, peacemakers, policy makers, and NGO leaders among others.
UNITEDS STATES PEACE CORPS







Kharkov, Ukraine.             
Youth Development Specialist








Mar. 2007 – June 2009

· Created and supervised multi-national theater projects addressing civil action and current social problems.
· Organized, developed, and led country-wide seminars for women/girls addressing domestic violence, healthy relationships, and self-defense.

· Initiated, designed, and supervised after school programs for at-risk youth addressing youth development topics HIV/AIDS education, domestic violence awareness, human rights and civic responsibility.

STOCKHOLM INTERNATIONAL PEACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 


Washington D.C.

Research Associate









Jan. 2012-July 2012

· Assessed implications and aggregated data on the UN Security Council Resolution 1325 (Women, Peace, and Security) National Action Plans.

· Evaluated existing indicators for UNSCR 1325 and researched additional benchmarks and monitoring methods.
SERVICE
WOMEN IN INTERNATIONAL SECURITY – AUSTRALIA



Brisbane, AUS
Deputy President









July 2019-Present
· Promote WIIS in Australia, establish collaboration with like-minded organizations, support women in international and national security, facilitate cutting-edge events and research in gender related topics.

GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT
Associate Editor/Book Reviews Editor







July 2020-Present
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS
“The Manosphere and the ‘Incels’” Interview with Genevieve Siggins of 3CR Tuesday Breakfast on 855AM Community Radio. Interview begins at 1:08.30 
Featured speaker at the TEDxUQ talk in July 2016 on the topic, “Peace Operations as a lens for understanding global conceptions of Peace and Security”. 

“The Paradox of Extending State Authority to Protect Civilians in the Central African Republic” International Actors in Security Sector Reform in Post Conflict Countries at the 11th Pan European Conference on International Relations: The Politics of International Studies in an Age of Crisis. September 13-16, 2017. Barcelona, Spain.

LANGUAGES

English (Native Speaker), French (proficient), Arabic (Intermediate), Ukrainian (basic)

REFEREES

A/Professor Charles T Hunt
RMIT University

Charles.Hunt@rmit.edu.au
Ph: 61 3 992 53074
Professor Joanne Wallis

University of Adelaide
Joanne.Wallis@adelaide.edu.au

Ph: 61 8 313 5809
A/Professor Andrew Phillips

University of Queensland

Andrew.Phillips@uq.edu.au

Ph: 61 7 336 53301
